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GOVERNMENT UTILITIES CHARGES 

593. Ms R. SAFFIOTI to the Premier: 

I refer to the government’s massive hike in household charges.  

(1) Is the Premier aware that as well as a 57 per cent increase in electricity charges and a 45 per cent 
increase in water charges over the past three years that Ellenbrook residents have this year received a 
massive hike in their fire levy together with the introduction of the new drainage fee?  

(2) Is the Premier aware that this has meant that, rather than the impact on the standard household as 
modelled in his own budget papers being $200, the impact on Ellenbrook residents will be $400? 

(3) Will the Premier apologise to Ellenbrook families and pensioners for these massive hikes?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

(1)–(3) As I have said a number of times, and as other ministers have said, we are very aware of the impact of 
rising cost-of-living pressures and principal amongst that has been the cost of electricity for Western 
Australian households. However, I do not underestimate the understanding of the Western Australian 
public. They understand some of the mistakes that were made, particularly in energy, which we are 
talking about, and they also understand that an artificial freeze was put on energy prices, which could 
not be sustained. Increasingly, they are coming to understand that, despite all of that, electricity prices 
in this state are at the lower end of electricity prices around Australia. They also appreciate and 
understand, I think, that there are pressures on food prices and for people in rental accommodation. I do 
not in any way discount the impact of utility prices, but it is one part of a greater component. Indeed, 
the Treasurer referred to this recently: if we looked at the composition of household expenditure, the 
total expenditure on utilities is not much changed despite those increases. There are a lot of factors that 
affect the cost of living and there are a lot of changes in the distribution of consumer spending. For 
example, communications, mobile phones, internet services and the like are new significant areas of 
consumer spending. If the member is going to talk about the cost impact, she has a responsibility to 
look across the whole realm of consumer spending patterns and to have a sensible look at it.  

Several members interjected.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Genius! As a government we are taking a financially responsible position. We have 
acted—at a cost to the community—to put into better shape the financial viability of our utilities and of the state. 
Members opposite may criticise, but can they imagine a situation, such as in Queensland, where there are 
massive deficits and massive financial problems in institutions owned by government? This state government, 
with the community, is correcting the financial position of the Western Australian government, which is 
important for people to have confidence in services. The most important thing in electricity is to maintain 
reliability of supply and to try to achieve affordability.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Leader of the Opposition says it is $22 billion. I am fascinated —  

Mr E.S. Ripper: That is your forecast: $22.4 billion—30 June 2015.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I heard the Leader of the Opposition on the radio the other day announcing to the world 
that the state debt in Western Australia is $22 billion, so let us wait and see.  
 


